Persuasive Essay Packet
Be sure to complete steps 1-6 before completely filling out your first draft.
1.) Choose a prompt to response to:

Should school hours be longer?

Should students be able to chew gum in class?

Should students be able to use mobile phones at school?
How old does a teenager have to be to start dating? Why?
Or create one: _______________________________________________________
2.) Introduction
	Directions: Write your thesis by ANSWERING THE PROMPT.

Write your topic sentence based on reasons for why you feel the way that you do.

           A) Write your thesis (answer the prompt in one sentence)

                           Example thesis: Most teenagers should not be able to start dating until after high school 
                               because before then, their main focus should be on school.

                             Helpful sentence starters:

· ____________ should be allowed to______________ because…

· A good time for __________ to _______________ is _________ because…

· It’s more appropriate to _____________________ than ___________ because…

            ____________________________________________________________________________
            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

            B) Write your three topic sentences: What are the two main reasons why you feel the way that 

                  you do? (Note: do not write your topic for body three yet, which will be a counterargument)

                             Example: One main reason why teenagers should wait until after high school to date, is 

                                 because high school students should stay focused on preparing for college or for a 

                                 future career.

                             Helpful sentence starters:

· One main reason why ________should be allowed to________  is because…

· We should consider _________ when discussing ______________.

       Topic 1: _______________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

       Topic 2: _______________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________




3.) Body paragraphs 1 and 2

	Directions: Now that you have a framework for your essay, begin writing your body paragraphs. Complete this in your essay organizer on page ___. Remember that you have already completed your topic sentences.
                             Helpful sentence starters:

· People need to consider the fact that…

· __________ suggests that…
· One reason why__________ is because…


4.) Counterargument

	Directions: Now that you have given your opinion, anticipate what somebody might say if they disagreed. Then, give a rebuttal, where you show why your idea is superior to theirs. This is called a counterargument.

           A) Write your topic- this will be the actual counterargument (one sentence)     

                     Helpful sentence starters:

· Some individuals claim that…

· Some people would disagree, claiming that…

· Others are of the opinion that…

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

               B) Write a rebuttal: Explain why their idea is wrong (1-2 sentences)

                     Helpful sentence starters:

· However, this view fails to take into account the fact that…

· Nevertheless, we must still understand that…

· This claim is mistaken because…

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________
                    C) Provide an alternative (explain why your idea is better)     

                     Helpful sentence starters:

· ________ is a better idea because…
· __________ makes more sense because…
· Looking at most situations though, ______ is still a better idea because…
             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

                   D) Give an example of your idea.
             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

                   E) Explain your example.
             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

                   F) Write a concluding sentence
             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

   


5.) Write your intro using ANT

	Directions: Now that you have your framework and have completed your body paragraphs, it is time to write your intro, to provide background for your story. Follow the steps ANT (Attention grabber, Necessary information, Thesis) to complete your intro.

          A) Opening sentence/ Attention grabber (one sentence)

                  Ex. One of the biggest questions that teenagers face is the question of dating.
             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

         B) Necessary Information (three sentences): Explain why this is an important question for teenagers.

· This is an important topic for teenagers because…

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

              ____________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

            C) Write your thesis (you should have already completed this in your framework).

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________


6.)  Write your conclusion

	Directions: Now that you have finished the first four paragraphs of your essay, it is time to begin your conclusion. Your conclusion should restate your thesis, restore your main points, and provide a clincher.

           A.) Restate your thesis (one sentence):

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

           B.) Restate your main points/topic sentences (three sentences):

                Example: One main point to consider is that teenagers need to focus on their academic lives                                  jgjgjgjvhvhv above all else.

· One main reason why _____ should _________ is because…
· We should consider that _________, when discussing…
· __________ should be allowed to ______ because…
                  Restate Topic 1:

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________

                 Restate Topic 2:

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________
                  Restate Topic 3 (counterargument):

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________
            C.) Provide a Call To Action- urge the reader to act (two sentences)

                  Example: Parents, before you allow your children to date, make sure that they know their priorities.    

                  Restate Topic 1:

             __________________________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________________________
               D.) Provide a clincher (one sentence)

· Perhaps it would be a good idea to…

· Hopefully, people will learn to…

· We would be wise to consider…


Your First Draft- Transfer your notes from Steps 1-6 

and place neatly in the assigned spaces below.
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