Part A: Elaborating With Facts And Statistics

Resource Group: HMCO Reading Resources 

Several kinds of details can be used for elaboration. Often facts and statistics can help to support a main idea. A fact is a statement that can be proved. A statistic is a fact that involves numbers.

Recognizing and Adding Factual Details Read the following passage. In the first paragraph, underline the topic sentence twice. Underline each fact or statistic once. 

The second paragraph contains only the topic sentence. Add a fact or statistic then write how that fact or statistic connects to the claim by summarizing it or explaining it. You may use your own knowledge, or you may want to find facts in reference books.

          Hobbies can provide enjoyment, relaxation, and sometimes even fame and fortune. For example, as a boy George Eastman was interested in photography. Later he grew wealthy as an inventor of photographic equipment (Walker, 14). An activity that started out as a fun pastime was used as a way to earn a lot of money in his adult life.
          Almost any activity someone likes to do during spare time can become a hobby but one choice stands out from all the rest.____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Part B: Textual Evidence and Claims

· Read the list of textual evidence below and choose one to use:
The French Quarter, in New Orleans, is the original colony, founded by French Creoles in 1718.

Larry White, a tourist from Chicago, was bombed  by seagulls once when swimming in Tahoe. Given the lake is some twenty miles inland I suspect that I had more right to be there than seagulls. 

“The fight is never about grapes or lettuce. It’s about people.”-Cesar Chavez

It takes one ounce of honey to fuel a bee's flight around the world.

Almost two-thirds of the working population of India is dependent on agriculture for its livelihood. As much as 43% of the Indian land area is used for agricultural activities.
· Create a claim then use the chosen textual evidence statement from above.

Claim:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Evidence you chose from above:____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
· Write your claim, evidence and comment below.

Claim:_________________________________________________________________Evidence:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Comment on the evidence to show how it supports the claim:_____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Rewrite your paragraph below.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part C: Using Textual Evidence to Support Your Claims

· Follow each topic sentence with a type of evidence (i.e., fact, statistic, Authoritative Opinions, quotes, anecdotes, and/or clarifying examples). Then write how that evidence connects to the claim by summarizing it or explaining it. You may use your own knowledge, or you may want to find facts in reference books.



Smoking cigarettes is bad for your health. ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
