East Africa

When the subject does the action, the verb is in the active voice.

When the subject receives the action, the verb is in the passive voice.

Active Voice 




Passive Voice

Many tourists visit East Africa. 


East Africa is visited by many tourists.

They may see cheetahs there. 


Cheetahs may be seen there.

Underline the verb in each sentence. Then label the verb active or passive.

Sample Example: Antelope are hunted by cheetahs.
Passive
1. Cheetahs hunt antelope. _____________
2. Cheetahs run faster than any other animal. _____________
3. Many cheetahs were captured in the past. _____________
4. Some of the cheetahs were trained. _____________
5. People tamed these animals. _____________
6. Today cheetahs and other wild cats are protected. _____________
7. Female cheetahs protect their cubs from lions. _____________
8. These animals are watched closely by some photographers. _________

9. Many wonderful pictures have been taken of cheetahs. _____________
10. The animals are watched by tourists too. _____________
11. Cheetahs do not usually attack people. _____________
12. Cattle are raised by tribes in East Africa. _____________
13. Cheetah do not bother the tribes' cattle. _____________
14. Many of the animals avoid human visitors. ____________

15. Other cheetahs will approach safari vans. _____________
16. A visitor, however, should use caution around wild animals. _________
Passive Voice Exercises
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Practicing I

Read the paired sentences aloud. Write "A" in the blank beside the sentence in the active voice,

"P" in the blank beside the sentence in the passive voice.

a. _______ Louise made the coffee.

b. _______ The coffee was made by Louise.

c. _______ The package was advertised by the travel agent.

d. _______ The travel agent advertised the package.

Practicing II

Rewrite these sentences to put them in the active voice.

a. The sugar water was relished by the hummingbirds.

____________________________________________________________________

b. Jogging is done by many people for exercise.

____________________________________________________________________

c. A standing ovation was given to the guitar player.

____________________________________________________________________

d. The syllabus was handed out by the professor.

____________________________________________________________________
Practicing III

Below pick 5 sentences to rewrite in the active voice.

Last summer our house was painted by me. The job took about two weeks. First, the

exterior was washed using warm water and a mild detergent. Then all the chinks and pores in the

walls were sealed with putty. After the putty had had a chance to dry, the exterior could be

painted. A latex paint was used because it is easy to apply and cleans up with water. A whole

week was needed to finish this part of the job. I was very careful to apply the paint evenly

because I did not want to have to apply two coats. A color was used that was very close to the

original color. Our house is a two-story house, which meant that a tall ladder was needed to do

the second story. The paint can had to be balanced on the top rung of the ladder while I worked.

When the job was finished, a great deal of satisfaction was felt by me. I had to pat myself on the

back. Even my dad said that a good job was done.

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________

